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NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE COMMITTEE 
STATEMENT CONDEMNING VIOLENCE 

 
NRLC strongly opposes any use of violence as a means of stopping the violence that has killed 
more than 62 million unborn children since 1973.  
 
The National Right to Life Committee has always been involved in peaceful, legal activities to 
protect human lives threatened by abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia. NRLC has always, and will 
continue to, oppose any form of violence to fight the violence of abortion. NRLC has long had a 
policy of forbidding violence or any illegal activity by its staff, directors, officers, affiliated state 
organizations, and chapters. NRLC’s sole purpose is to protect human life.  
 
It is false and offensive to suggest that speaking in favor of the right to life somehow causes 
violence. Such a suggestion is like blaming the civil rights movement—and all those who 
courageously spoke in favor of the rights of Black Americans—for the riots or deaths that were a 
part of that era.  
 
NRLC will continue to work in educational, legislative, and political activities to ensure the right to 
life for unborn children, people with disabilities and older people. NRLC will continue to work for 
peaceful solutions to social problems. These solutions involve helping women and their children and 
do not involve violence against anyone.  
 
In 1995, the National Right to Life Committee Board of Directors reaffirmed NRLC's long-
standing commitment to achieving our goals of protecting innocent, unborn children 
through peaceful, legal means:  
 

WHEREAS, the National Right to Life Committee has always believed that violence should 
never have a role in the cause of restoring legal protection to unborn children and has always 
condemned such violence; and  
 

WHEREAS, the National Right to Life Committee throughout its history has supported only 
peaceful, legal activities and has urged all persons wishing to end abortion to join in using legal and 
peaceful means to that end;  
 

WHEREAS, the National Right to Life Committee has a longstanding policy that “its directors, 
officers, employees, agents or any person or entity acting in its name, or in concert with it, shall not 
encourage, promote, or engage in any unlawful activities related to the purposes of the National 
Right to Life Committee, Inc.”;  
 

mailto:mediarelations@nrlc.org


WHEREAS, there have been attempts to unjustly blame pro-life citizens who engage in 
peaceful legal activities for acts of violence, which they in fact condemn, and to suppress the free-
speech rights of pro-lifers to tell the truth about abortion and its effect on women and their unborn 
children;  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the National Right to Life Committee believes that the 
media’s publicizing and promotion of the views of those few who espouse or seek to justify the use 
of violence serves to encourage unstable persons to commit violence;  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  
 

1. the National Right to Life Committee reaffirms its unequivocal condemnation of violence 

as a means to end abortion;  

 
2. the National Right to Life Committee urges all who oppose abortion to adopt its policy of 

engaging in only peaceful, legal activities to seek protection for unborn children and aid 

women facing crisis pregnancies;  

 

3. the National Right to Life Committee affirms that pro-life citizens have the same rights of 

free speech and peaceful legal assembly as any other citizens of the United States;  

 

4. the National Right to Life Committee urges the media, for the common good, to cease 

immediately to publicize and promote the views of any who espouse or seek to justify 

violence as a tactic in the abortion debate and instead report the views of those who 

espouse non-violence and the use of peaceful legal means. 

 
Founded in 1968, the National Right to Life Committee (NRLC), the federation of 50 state right-to-

life affiliates and more than 3,000 local chapters, is the nation's oldest and largest grassroots pro-

life organization. Recognized as the flagship of the pro-life movement, NRLC works through 

legislation and education to protect innocent human life from abortion, infanticide, assisted suicide, 

and euthanasia. 

 
 

 

 


