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The congressional primary season 
is in full gear. As of the day National 
Right to Life News went to press, 
congressional primaries had been 
held in Ohio, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Illinois. Congressional elections 
are held every two years for one-third 
of the members of the U.S. Senate 
(who have six-year terms) and all 
435 members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Congressional 
primaries are elections in which a 
party nominates its candidate for the 
general election.

Ohio
Ohio held its congressional primary 

on March 6. As a result, the nominees 
for the Senate are now official and, 
in addition, there will be changes 
in the makeup of the U.S. House 
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delegation, both because of the impact 
of redistricting caused by the census 
and candidate defeats.

Pro-life State Treasurer Josh Mandel 
won the GOP nomination to challenge 
pro-abortion incumbent Senator 
Sherrod Brown (D). This will be one of 
the marquee matchups as Republicans 
push to make a net gain of four seats in 
the Senate to assume control.

In  the  second congressional 
district, pro-life Rep. Jean Schmidt 
unexpectedly lost to pro-life Dr. Brad 
Wenstrup in the Republican primary. 
Ms. Schmidt was first elected to 
Congress in a 2005 special election.

Ohio lost two congressional districts 
because of changes brought about by 
the census. In Ohio’s newly drawn 

By Jacki Ragan

In June 2012, National Right to Life 
will host the 42nd annual National 
Right to Life Convention. This year, 
as in every presidential year, we will 
be in the greater Washington, D.C., 
area, in this case June 28–30. The 
Hyatt Regency Crystal City hotel has 
been home to the last three conventions 
held in this area and will once again 
be where the right to life movement 
gathers for the pro-life educational 
event of the year. 

Trust me, it is not too early to begin 
planning now to attend. Being at the 
convention with fellow members of 
this great social justice movement is 
one of the most important things you 
can do during this first half of 2012.  

The convention takes place over 
three days and during that time will 

Msgr. James Lisante to Speak at Prayer Breakfast 
at National Right to Life Convention

feature 4 General Sessions, 72 plus 
workshops, a Prayer Breakfast, a 
Banquet, the 27th annual National 
Teens for Life Convention, pro-life 
exhibits, childcare, and one of the most 

important things, the ability to meet 
and talk with like-minded folks. These 
are folks who encounter the same 
issues in their area as you do in yours. 
Folks you can bounce ideas off of. 
Folks you can ask for help. These are 
people who believe as you believe. 

This year the convention is very 
fortunate to have back one of our 
favorites as the Prayer Breakfast 
speaker: Reverend Monsignor James 
Lisante, the pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church in Massapequa Park, 
New York. 

Monsignor Lisante has spoken to 
many conventions and is welcomed 
back with open arms at every 
opportunity. He is a naturally talented 
spokesperson and pro-life from his 
heart. 

A little background about Monsignor 
Lisante. He has authored four books, 
including: Of Life and Love, Let’s 
Talk, Personally Speaking, and The 
Power of One. He previously served 
as a director of the Office of Family 
Ministry for the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre. 

He has hosted several national 
television programs, including 
Personally Speaking and Christopher 
Close-Up. He is currently in the 
process of launching a new television 
show, Close Encounter, which will 
appear nationally on PBS in the near 
future. 

Msgr. James Lisante See MSGR.. LISANTE, page 26

Pro-life state treasurer Josh Mandel showing one of the three pairs of shoes he wore out 
campaigning in 2006 knocking on 19,679 doors. Mandel is challenging pro-abortion 

Sen. Sherrod Brown for the U.S. Senate seat in Ohio. 
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Pro-life Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R) and 
Karen Cross, National Right to Life Political Director

ninth congressional district, two 
incumbent Democrats fought an 
intense primary battle.

Rep. Marcy Kaptur, who has a mixed 
record, easily defeated pro-abortion 
Rep. Dennis Kucinich in the first of 
what will be 13 races across the nation 
that pit two incumbent House members 
against each other. Kaptur’s general 
election opponent will be pro-life 
Republican Sam Wurzlebacher, also 
known as “Joe the Plumber.”

Another member-versus-member 
matchup will take place in the 
November general election. Pro-life 
Rep. Jim Renacci (R) and pro-abortion 
Rep. Betty Sutton (D) will square off in 
Ohio’s 16th congressional district.

Alabama
In Alabama’s fifth congressional district 

Republican primary, held March 13, 
pro-life Rep. Mo Brooks convincingly 
prevailed in a challenge brought by 
former pro-life Rep. Parker Griffith. The 
final vote was 72% to 28%.

In the sixth congressional district, 
pro-life Rep. Spencer Bachus (R) 

avoided a runoff by garnering 58% of 
the vote in his primary.

Mississippi
In Mississippi’s second congressional 

district, pro-life candidate Bill Marcy 

(R) will challenge pro-abortion Rep. 
Bennie Thompson (D) in November.

Illinois
The 2010 census cost Illinois one 

congressional district. Redistricting 

pitted pro-life veteran Rep. Don 
Manzullo (R) against pro-life freshman 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R) in the 16th 
congressional district in the March 20 
primary. Kinzinger prevailed, carrying 
56% of the vote.

In the eighth congressional district, 
pro-life Rep. Joe Walsh (R) will face 
pro-abortion former Veterans’ Affairs 
Assistant Secretary Tammy Duckworth 
(D), who defeated former Deputy 
Treasurer Raja Krishnamoorthi (D) 
in a highly publicized primary, 67% 
to 33%.

Pro-life Rep. Bobby Schilling (R) 
will face a challenge by pro-abortion 
Alderwoman Cheri Bustos (D) in the 
17th congressional district. 

In April, Maryland and Pennsylvania 
will hold congressional primaries. By 
the end of June, a total of 30 states 
will have held their congressional 
contests. The remaining 20 states will 
hold their contests between July 31 and 
September 11, with the final contest in 
Louisiana on November 6.


