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Editorials

See PRO-ABORTIONISTS page 30

This edition of the “pro-life 
newspaper of record” is being printed 
days after former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney prevailed in the 
Illinois Republican primary in his bid 
to become the GOP nominee to take 
on pro-abortion incumbent Barack 
Obama. As we go to press, former 
Senator Rick Santorum is in second 
place, followed by former Speaker 
Newt Gingrich and Rep. Ron Paul. 

In years past I might have felt the 
need to remind you of what you 
already know: all four Republican 
candidates are pro-life and while we 
give our heart to one or the other, 
the common denominator is that all 
are infinitely preferable to President 
Obama. But you already know how 
anti-life Obama is and the lengths to 
which he might go, were he to win 
a second term. (To keep up to date 
on a daily basis, please turn to www.
nationalrighttolifenews.org. For more 
about how to receive NRL News 
Today, see page seven.)

There is another clear sign we are 
getting closer and closer to election 
season. Whatever highly tenuous link 
there might have been between the 
truth and what pro-abortionists are 
screaming to high heaven about has 
been cleanly severed. 

Noteworthy is that at the same 
time they are making up accusations 
against pro-lifers, they are busy 
denying the undeniable (see the 
impact of ObamaCare) in a futile 
attempt to bamboozle the public into 
thinking that abortion-promoting 
programs and policies are “abortion 
neutral.” 

Near the top of the list are the 
pro-abortionists’ logic-chopping, 
character assassination-ridden attacks 
against the passage of ultrasound 
laws (see page 23). I understand that 

Fear Makes Pro-Abortionists Say 
the Most Outrageous Things

politics “ain’t beanbag,” but rough 
and tumble is not the same as down 
and dirty. Why were the attacks so 
scurrilous? Because pro-abortionists 
were/are in the midst of a full-court 
press to conjure up a “war on women.” 
As part of pursuing their number one 
priority—to change the subject—they 
will say anything. (See President’s 
Column, page 3.)

Of course, no day would be 
complete for NARAL Pro-Choice 
America without another onslaught 
against crisis pregnancy centers 
(CPCs). The latest is taking place 
in Missouri, where the idea that 
the chronically underfunded CPCs 
might benefit ever-so-slightly from a 
tax break given to those who donate 
is sending the pro-abortionists into 

a tizzy. So they create imaginary 
violations (already dismissed by 
federal judges in other jurisdictions 
as blatant infringements of the right 
to free speech) in order to undermine 
the saintly work of CPCs.

However, as the story on page 
one makes abundantly clear, pro-
abortionists are genuinely unnerved 
by the District of Columbia Pain-
Capable Unborn Child Protection 
Act. They always go to red alert when 
they know something is NRLC’s top 
legislative priority. But in this case 
they are doubly anxious.

They believe (as Eleanor Holmes 
Norton, the non-voting delegate who 
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represents the District of Columbia in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, said 
in a letter to fellow House Democrats) 
that the federal bill “has the potential to 
eviscerate the entire Roe framework,” 
referring to the 1973 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that legalized abortion 
on demand. Beyond that, however, they 
fully understand that the bill has the 
potential to reveal an ugly, ugly truth.

Unborn children who have developed 
far past the juncture of experiencing 
excruciating pain are being killed in the 
most brutal fashion imaginable in the 
District of Columbia, a jurisdiction in 
which there are currently no limits on 
abortion at any moment up to birth. This 
could—and should—be stopped!

Many of you follow developments on 
National Right to Life News Today, so 

you may already be up to speed on how 
NRLC has shown beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that ObamaCare is every bit as 
bad as we said it would be. For instance, 
as the story on page six explains, step 
by step the Obama Administration is 
attempting to make abortion-covering 
health insurance—subsidized by the 
federal government—commonly 
available in the United States. This 
despite all the repeated assurances 
by President Obama that he was not 
seeking federal funding of abortion in 
his health care legislation.

And this is separate from the 
tremendous row that erupted when 
under another provision of ObamaCare, 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) mandated that most 
health plans cover, without copayments, 

From page 19

and reduced contact stand at odds 
with each other seems not to occur 
to de Costa or the rest of RU486’s 
supporters.

De Costa argues for the prophylactic 
use of antibiotics as part of the protocol. 
After a number of RU486 patients died, 
Planned Parenthood has adopted this as 
part of their protocol in the U.S., although 
there has been some disagreement in the 
abortion community over the cost and 
effectiveness of this practice. (See NRL 
News, September 2009, www.nrlc.org/
news/2009/NRL09/PPFA.html.)

Marie Stopes International did 
not tell the Australian Broadcasting 
Company whether or not it planned to 
review its procedures, but did say that 
serious infection was a very rare but 
known risk.

Australia’s Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA) wrote to all 
authorized prescribers of RU486 after 
learning of the death, recommending 
that they review their protocols, The 
Australian reports. “Where necessary,” 
the paper reports the TGA advised, 
patient information and consent 
documents were to be changed to 
include active follow up by medical 
staff to “exclude infections, incomplete 

Death of Australian Woman who Took RU486 Announced

any medical service that the secretary 
of HHS places on a list of “preventive 
services.” This requires most employers 
to pay for services to which they may 
object on religious or moral grounds, as 
clear a violation of religious liberties as 
you are likely to see. While the Obama 
Administration made this decision on 
political grounds (thinking it would 
work to its advantage), a grassroots 
coalition has sprung up around the 
country to fight the mandate.

And it could get worse, if Obama is 
re-elected. In a second term, Obama 
could use precisely the same loosey-
goosey statutory authority (“preventive 
services”) to mandate that most health 
plans pay for elective abortion on 
demand.

There are many more instances of 

the anti-life mentality on a mission 
that we write about in this edition, 
including a defense of “after-birth 
abortion”—infanticide—(page 12), 
a love letter to the wonderfulness of 
abortion (page 10), and a discount 
for RU486 abortions—with the price 
slashed even more if you kill the kid 
on Sunday (page 11).

The common denominator is all this 
is fear. Fear of what will happen if the 
truth makes it way out into the sunshine. 
Fear that if they look the ugliness of 
abortion square in the face, they will see 
something very different the next time 
they look themselves in the mirror.

abortion and therapeutic failure.”
The Australian also said that the 

TGA told clinics to make sure that 
they had 24-hour contact information 
and a backup number, and to request 
that women commit to reporting in 
between 48 and 72 hours after taking 
RU486.

About 18,000 chemical abortions 
with RU486 have been performed in 
Australia since 2009, The Australian 
reports, and around 85,000 abortions 
of all types are performed in Australia 
each year. Use of the chemical 
abortifacients had been on the increase, 
with 5,383 women using the drug there 
in the first half of 2011, an increase of 
48% over the previous period.

A chart accompanying the article in 
The Australian from the government’s 
Department of Health and Ageing 
shows that at least 18 women have 
experienced infection/suspected 
infection/endometritis after using the 
drug, and a number of women have 
dealt with other complications such 
as hemorrhage, incomplete abortions, 
cervical tears, uterine perforations or 
ruptures, and even the reopening of a 
Caesarean section scar.

Obviously, this is far cry from the 

simple, safe, and “natural” abortion 
many of these women were promised. 
We will see in the coming months 
whether the revelation of this latest 

death and the dangers that accompany 
use of the drugs will dampen demand 
among women from Australia.
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