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On January 22, 2011, the 38th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
ruling that legalized abortion on demand, President Obama issued an official 
statement heralding Roe as an affirmation of “reproductive freedom,” and 
pledging, “I am committed to protecting this constitutional right.” 

■ Supreme Court: President Obama appointed pro-
abortion advocates Sonia Sotomayor (2009) and 
Elena Kagan (2010) to the U.S. Supreme Court.   
Both have consistently voted on the pro-abortion 
side since joining the Supreme Court.

Late Abortions: President Obama threatened to 
veto the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, 
a bill to protect unborn children from abortion after 
20 weeks fetal age, with certain exceptions.

Born-Alive Infants: President Obama threatened 
to veto the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act (H.R. 3504), a bill to require that a baby born 
alive during an abortion must be afforded “the same 
degree” of care that would apply “to any other child 
born alive at the same gestational age,” and to apply 
federal murder penalties to anyone who performs 
“an overt act that kills” such a born-alive child. The 
White House said such a law “would likely have a 
chilling effect” on provision of “abortion services.”  
(September 15, 2015)

Sex-Selection Abortion: In May 2012, the White 
House announced President Obama’s opposition to 
a bill (H.R. 3541) to prohibit the use of abortion to 
kill an unborn child simply because the child is not 
of the sex desired by the parents. The White House 
said that the government should not “intrude” on 
“private family matters.”

Embryo-Destroying Research: By executive order, 
President Obama opened the door to funding of 
research that requires the killing of human embryos.

Funding Abortion Providers: In January 2016, 
President Obama vetoed an entire budget 
reconciliation bill that would have blocked, for one 
year, most federal funding of Planned Parenthood, 
the nation’s largest abortion provider.

■

■

■

■

■

THE PRESIDENTIAL
RECORD ON LIFE

Health Care Law: In 2010, President Obama 
narrowly won enactment of a massive health care 
law (“Obamacare”) that has resulted in federal 
funding of over 1,000 health plans that pay for 
elective abortion, and opened the door to large-
scale rationing of lifesaving medical care. Obama 
actively worked with pro-abortion members of 
Congress to prevent effective pro-life language from 
becoming part of the final law, and failed to enforce 
even weak provisions written into the law.

Abortion Funding: The Obama Administration 
failed to enforce some long-standing laws restricting 
federal funding of health plans that cover elective 
abortion, and threatened vetoes of bills that would 
strengthen safeguards against federal funding of 
abortion (such as the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act), on grounds that such limitations 
interfere with “health care choices.”

International Abortion Advocacy: In 2009, 
President Obama ordered U.S. funding of private 
organizations that perform and promote abortion 
overseas. While serving as his Secretary of State, 
Hillary Clinton told Congress that the Administration 
would advocate world-wide that “reproductive health 
includes access to abortion.”

Conscience Protection: The Obama Administration 
engaged in sustained efforts to force health care 
providers to provide drugs and procedures to 
which they have moral objections, and refused to 
enforce the federal law (Weldon Amendment) that 
prohibits states from forcing health care providers to 
participate in providing abortions.
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