
Nevertheless, groups such as
the abortion federation continue

The procedure involves partial extraction
The revelation comes one week of a fetus, feet first, with all but the head

before Congress is to consider a delivered. The skull is then punct d dsecond attempt to ban the proce- ure an

~ur~: dub~ed "partial-birth abor- the contents suctioned until the head
tlon by Its opponents. Congress colla p sespassed a ban last year, but Presi- .

dent Clinton vetoed it. The Senate
failed to override the veto. who use~ the pr~cedure to abort we do is honorabl ..t' f thO tu. pregnancies termmated for medi- h al e, IS or e

n yyednesday,. a ~Ite House cal reasons. Standing by' Clinton e th ~f women and society in

spokeswo~an saId Clinton op- as he vetoed the bill the told -general.poses usIng the procedure on. h' ' y an
healthy women with healthy fe- gws m~ ~es £that fo~ed even But the abortion federation and
tuses. "If this procedure is being some a o IO~ oes to re ent. ot:hers v.:ere ~~termined to stick
used on an elective basis where The deception came when pro. WIth their OrIginal public claims,
there's another procedur~ avail- choice leade~ ~aimed that these And ~hen The Record and The
able, the president would be happy were the tYpical mtact D&E cases. Was~mgton Post published arti.
to sign legislation that would ban For example,. a Planned Parent- cles m September reporting that
it," spokeswoman Mary Ellen hood Fed~ratlon of America 1995 the procedure was more common,
Glynn said. release said the procedure is "done and only rarely done for medical

The procedure involves partial ~nly. ~ cases when. the woman's reasons, pro-choice leaders dis-
. f ' lIfe IS ID danger or m cases of ex-

extraction o an mtact fetus, feet treme fetal b alit "first, with all but the head deliv- a norm y.
ered. The skull is then punctured Some abortion providers were
and the contents suctioned until une~sy at what they felt were dis-
the head collapses. Physicians call t?rtlons presented by their own
it dilation and extraction (D&X) side.

or intact dilation and evacuation
(intact D&E), because the fetus
comes out whole.

Since 1993, abortion supporters
and opponents have been engaged
in a vicious public relations war
over the procedure, with abortion
foes using grisly illustration& to
tap Americans' general di&comfort
with late abortion&.

in the vast majority of cases, the
procedure is used on a healthy
mother who is five months" preg-

and what happens when we tell?
But frankly no one was asking me,
so I didn't have to worry."

In April, at the federation's an-
nual meeting, at least one adminis-
trator approached the group's ex-
ecutive director, Vicki Saporta,
and urged more honesty.

3rd trimester, and saying that few-
er than 600 intact D&Es are per-
formed annually.

To those who chafed at the false
claims, this week's disclosures
came as a relief.

II Anytime we collectively shy

away from the hard answers, or
spin something because it's more
palatable instead of clarifying it,
we lose credibility," said Ruth
Arick, a former abortion clinic ad-
ministrator who lives in Florida
and now consults for clinics.
I.That credibility doesn't have to
be lost forever; Ron is helping to
rebuild it. It's a courageoU8 step."

, statement, which

first appeared in an article to be
published Monday in American-
Medical News, the American
Medical Association's -newsletter,
marked the first time a prominent
abortion-rights leader has strongly
disputed the movement's claims.

.'Some people wonder if I've
gone off the deep end, but they're
not getting it," Fitzsimmons said
Wednesday. "It's a medically im-
portant procedure, and we
shouldn't be afraid to speak can-
didly about it. We shouldn't be
apologetic. We have nothing to
hide."

To a great extent, the "partial-
birth" tactic worked; 8 July 1996
Gallup Poll found 71 percent of
Americans favored banning "par-
tial-birth" abortions.

To counter that campaign, the
National Abortion Federation -
the leader in the fight against 8
ban -produced several women

we all have to stop and make sure
that what we're doing is what we
can comfortably say we're doing. I
can offer intact D&E and not be
ashamed of it. I believe the work
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Leading abortion-rights propo-
nents lied during the debate over
"partial.birth abortions" to pro-
tect the controversial procedure
against criticism, according to sev-
eral abortion providers and pro-
choice activists.

Ron Fitzsimmons, executive di.
rector of the National Coalition of
Abortion Providers, said he "lied"
in a November 1995 interview for
ABC'e when he said

rare and done


