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The Honorable Barney Frank
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on the Constitution
2210 Rayburn H.O.B.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Barney

My staff has just informed me that the minority has not requested that any
medical experts be invited to testify on the effects of anesthesia during a partial-
birth abortion, the subject of Thursday's hearing before the Subcommittee on the

Constitution.

As you know, the claim that anesthesia administered to a mother kills her
unborn child before a partial-birth abortion has begun has been disseminated
throughout the country by Kate Michelman of the National Abortion Rights Action
League, Dr. Mary Campbell of Planned Parenthood, and the National Abortion
Federation. Planned Parenthood and the National Abortion Federation represent
hundreds of abortion providers. Surely one of their experts is willing to defend
their claims. I find it disturbing that there is not a single medical expert to defend
this claim which has been so prominent in the attacks on H.R. 1833.

In accordance with Committee procedures, I expect that I will receive the
testimony of the minority's witnesses today. If you are able to find a witness with
medical credentials, I would be happy to extend the deadline for that witness's

testimony to 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.

Sincerely yours,

~.

Charles T. Canady
Chairman
Subcommittee on the Constitution



Marc;h IS, 1996

The Honorablc Hemoy I. Hydc
Chainnan
Commi~ on the Judiciary
2131 Raybum Housc Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20S15

Dear Chairman Hyd~:

Thank you for offering m~ the c~portUDity to tcstify on M~h 21, 1996 before the Subcommincc

on tbc Constitution

I regret tbaL I will "be unable to restify bcfore the Su~mm1tt.ee duc to a previou.s commitment

locatcQ outsidc ofthc District of Columbia.

S'DcercJy.

,f(1lk .,)1/ CAd... ~

Kate Michelman

cc: The HonorabJc Barney FranJ;.
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SUBCOMMITrEE ON mE CONSTITUTION
Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. House of Representatives

Oversight Hearing: "Fetal Death" or Dangerom DecelXion?

The Effects Of Anesthesia During A PartiaJ-Birth Abor1ion

2141 Raybum House Office Building

Thursday, March 21, 1996
9:00 a.m.

mTNESS LIST

PANEL I:

Honorable Tom A. Coburn, M.D.
U .S. House of Representatives, Oklahorna/2nd District

PANEL II:

Nolig Ellison, M.D.
President, American Society of Anesthesiologists
Clinical Director, Department of Anesthesia, University of PelU1Sylvania Hospital
Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Anesthesia, University of PelU1Sylvania School of Medicine

David J. Birnbach, M.D.
President-Elect, Society for Obstetric Anesthesia and Perinatology
Director of Obstetric Anesthesiology, St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center, Columbia University

David Hill Chestnut, MoDo
Chairman, Department of Anesthesiology , University of Alabama, Binningham Hospital

Professor, Department of Obstetrics aOO Gynecology aIx1 Department of Anesthesiology
University of Alabama, Binningham School of Medicine

Editor , Obstetric Anesthesia: Princi~les and Practice, 1994

Jean A. Wright, M.D., M.B.A.
Medical Director, Egleston Children's Hospital. Emory University
Associate Professor. Department of Pediatrics and Anesthesiology , Emory University

PANEL ill

Brenda Pratt Sharer, R.N.
Franklin, Ohio

Coreen C~ello

Agoura, California

Mary-Dorothy Line
Marina del Ray, California

Helen M. Alvare
Director of Planning and Infonnation, Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, National Conference of Catholic Bis~


