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Obama Administration, New Congress Poised to Push Broad Pro-Abortion Agenda

WASHINGTON (January 2, 2009)—
The pro-life movement is bracing for
battle as a new Congress convenes with
pro-abortion Democrats in majority
control in both houses, poised to work
with incoming President Barack Obamato
push an expansive pro-abortion agenda.

2009 will be the yrst time since 1994
that both houses of Congress are under
pro-abortion majority control at the
same time as a pro-abortion president is
in ofyce.

“The alignment of a hard-core pro-
abortion president with pro-abortion
Democratic majorities in Congress means
that many existing pro-life policies are
now in great jeopardy,” said NRLC
Legislative Director Douglas Johnson.
“Some damage is inevitable, but the
extent to which the Obama abortion
agenda will be achieved will depend on
the perception of elected policymakers

as to how the public is responding to the
proposed changes.”

During his years in the Illinois state
Senate (199612004), Obama was a leader
in opposing pro-life legislation, including
bills to ban partial-birth abortions and
to protect infants who are born alive
during abortions. During his four years
in the U.S. Senate (2005708), he always
voted against the pro-life side, and he
cosponsored the so-called “Freedom of
Choice Act” (FOCA), a proposed federal
law that would invalidate virtually all
limits on abortion.

During his campaign for the Democratic
presidential nomination, Obama expressed
his support for a broad range of goals
sought by pro-abortion activists, including
appointment of Supreme Court justices
committed to extending Roe v. Wade,
public funding of abortion, inclusion of
abortion mandates in “health care reform”

Pro-abortion President-elect Barack
Obama chose pro-abortion Senator Hillary
Clinton as his secretary of state.

legislation, and enactment of the FOCA.

Once he secured the Democratic
nomination, Obama quickly adopted a
different “messaging strategy,” asserting
that he would promote programs to “reduce
abortions,” but pro-life critics charge that
this was a political contrivance without
substance, beyond serving as a cloak for
plans to greatly increase federal funding
to Obama-allied organizations such as
the Planned Parenthood Federation of
America (PPFA).

The pro-abortion agenda will be
pushed piece by piece by the Obama
Administration, congressional Democratic
leaders, and pro-abortion lobbying
groups (see “Pro-Abortion Alliance
Submits 55-Page Wish List,” back cover).
PPFA President Cecile Richards told
the Washington Post, “We have been

See PRO-ABORTION AGENDA, page 16

Goals for 2009:

By Dave Andrusko

The election of pro-abortion Senator,
now President-elect, Barack Obama
crystallized and gave enormous added
impetus to a plan already in the works
to grow National Right to Life to
unprecedented size in 2009. This all-
out commitment to a surge in dues-
paying membership and local chapters
development dovetails with the focus
of this special commemorative edition
of National Right to Life News: “Stop
the Obama Abortion Agenda.”

By the time most of you receive this
edition, Obama will have already begun

Double Membership, Expand Chapter Base

ol
Pro-Life Movement Lauds President Bush.
(See page 4.)

to pesh out a few of the details of his
administration’s all-out assault on the pro-
life legacy of President George W. Bush,
Obama’s commitment to integrating
abortion into our national health care
structure, and his preliminary moves to
pave the way for eventual passage of the
“Freedom of Choice Act” (FOCA), which
is much more accurately described as the
“Federal No-Limits-On-Abortion Bill.”
(See Douglas Johnson’s story on page
one and sidebar on page 17.)

Our job is to defeat proposals where
we can, minimize the damage where
we cannot, and to raise high the banner
that signals that we are growing stronger
as we rebound from a tough 2008

election cycle. It can be done. With your
invaluable help, it will be done.

Think of what we are trying to
accomplish this way.

“Warp” and “woof” were originally
sewing terms. The warp are the threads
that run lengthwise. The woof are the
threads that run across. Together they
make up the fabric.

The New Dictionary of Cultural
Literacy uses this illustration: “The
Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence are the warp and woof of
the American nation.”

See GOALS, page 23



