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NCCB Seeks Anti-abortion Clause in ERA

WASHINGTON (NC) — The Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops
announced April 29 it will “have no
alternative but to oppose” the Equal
Rights Amendment if a clause is not
added excluding abortion and abortion
funding from its scope.

In a news release the NCCB said its
Administrative Committee in March ap-
proved a resolution stating the new posi-
tion on ERA “because of the serious
moral problems” that would be pre-
sented by an ERA without the inclusion
of an anti-abortion clause.

The NCCB also announced establish-
ment of an ad hoc interdisciplinary com-
mittee to study implications of the ERA.
The committee is chaired by Archbishop
John L. May of St. Louis, NCCB vice
president.

Msgr. Daniel F. Hoye, NCCB general
secretary, said the Administrative Com-
mittee at its March meeting had noted
recent developments in Congress and the
courts which he said raise questions
about ERA’s implications not only for
abortion but for private educational in-

stitutions, the tax-exempt status of char-
itable organizations, religious exemptions
in federal grant statutes and government
aid programs.,

“In general, it seems fair to say that
the potential gravity of the amendment’s
implications is the product not so much
of its own terms originally understood
by sponsors and supporters, as it is of an
ambiguous congressional record and the
interaction among ERA, legislative enact-
ments and other legal principles,” Msgr.
Hoye said in a statement.

The ad hoc committee studying the
implications of the ERA will present its
findings and recommendations to the
Administrative Committee in September,
the NCCB said.

Previously the bishops have taken no
position on the ERA itself. Last fall,
without changing its basic neutrality, the
bishops’ conference announced support
for a proposed amendment to the ERA
sponsored by Rep. F. James Sensenbren-
ner, R-Wis., which supporters say would
make ERA *‘abortion neutral.”

Major supporters of the ERA, such as

the National Organization for Women,
want Congress to resubmit the proposal
to the states for ratification without
amendment.

The NCCB statement said that at the
March Administrative Committee meet-
ing a joint report on the issue was
presented by the NCCB Committee on
Pro-Life Activities, chaired by Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin of Chicago, and by
Wilfred Caron, NCCB general counsel.

The statement said the Administrative
Committee also discussed a March 9
ruling in which the Commonwealth
Court of Pennsylvania used that state’s
ERA to strike down Pennsylvania’s pro-
motions on public funding of abortions.
Pro-life groups have argued that a federal
ERA similarly could affect federal abor-
tion restrictions.

Msgr. Hoye said the Administrative
Committee in its discussion reaffirmed
the bishops’ commitment to women’s
rights.

“The discusston made clear the com-
mittee’s concern that there be no doubt
about the conference’s fundamental com-
mitment to civil rights and the dignity of
the person, and its support of govern-
mental and private efforts to promote
fair treatment of all people and prevent
all forms of wrongful discrimination be-
tween the sexes,” he said.

The Administrative Committee is a
panel of some 40 bishops which conducts
the business of the NCCB between an-
nual general meetings.

The proposed federal ERA states,
“Equality of rights under the law shall
not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of sex.”

In a column in the National Catholic
Register March 11, Russell Shaw, U.S.
bishops’ secretary for public affairs, said
the Catholics could not support the ERA
without an anti-abortion clause because
courts would interpret the amendment as
guaranteeing a “right” to abortion.








