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Dcl1r Senator S~ntorum:

Thc Americ:1n Medica] AssociatIon (AMA) i.~ wriling LO suppurt HR 1122, "Thc

Po.rti&1] Birth Abonion Ban Act of J ~Y7 ." 2~ amended. Although uur ~cucral policy is

to oppose legislation criminalizl"f medical pracuce or prul.:C:durc;. [J1e AMA has

&upported such legi$lation where the procedure was narruwly defincd and not mcdically

indicated. HR 1] 7.1 nnw meets born rnose lests

()llr ~IJppOr( of this Ic21s1ation is bi!:icU UII tllfcc ~p~cific principl~s. Firct, the bill
wnuld allow a le2ltimate t:xl:cpliull whcrc: thc lifc of thc mother w:l& endangered,
thereby preserving lIlt: VIIY~ician's judgmcnt to tDkc any medically ne'es,4ry stcps to

save the life of lJlc Illulll~r. Sccond. thc bill would clearly dcfine the prohibited
procedure so lhal il is clear on tllC: fa" of thc lcgisl;ltion wh.1t act is lo be baIU1ed .

Finally. the bill wuuld givc any accuscd physic:i;ln tll~ rish( to have his or her conctl.lc(
reviewed by lilc S(a(c: Mcdical Doard bcfore .1 criminal trial conlrnenc~d In Ihi~

manner. UIC bill would providc a formal role for v:llu3ble medic.11 p~er de(ermin.1rion il1

any c:nfuC\;c:IIIC:IU proccc:ding .

Tlic AMA bclicvc~ thaI with thcs.; changes. phy&icians will be on no(lcP .1~ rn the cxac(

l1aturc of tJ1C prohibiled conducl.

Thank you for the opportunity to wort Wllh you [awards restrjc[lng a pruc.;c;dufC wc AlliE-ree I; not good m~dicine; 0- --

Sincerely,

~.,,{,(.f)

P John .~ew:lrd. MD


