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Medicine adds to debate on late-term abortion

Abortion rights leader
urges end to ‘half truths’

By Diane M. Gianelli
AMNEWS STAFF

WASHINGTON —- Breaking ranks
with his colleagues in the abortion
rights movement, the leader of one
prominent abortion provider group is:
calling for a more truthful debate in the
ongoing battle over whether to ban a
controversial late-term abortion proce-
dure.

In fact, Ron Fitzsimmons, executive
director of the National Coalition of
Abortion Providers, said he would
rather not spend his political capital
defending the procedure at all. There is
precious little popular support for it, he
says, and a federal ban would have
almost no real-world impact on the
physicians who perform late-term abor-
tions or patients who seck them.

“The pro-choice movement has lost a
‘The pro-choice movement has lost a lot of credibility during this debate, not just lot of credibility during this debate, not
with the general public, but with our pro-choice friends in Congress,’ says Ron just with the general public, but with
Fitzsimmons, executive director of the National Coalition of Abortion Providers. See ABORTION LEADER, page 54
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